TRAVEL SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Indulgence past and present

Carolyn Beasley unwinds at Sequoia Lodge in the Adelaide Hills.

Picture this:It's January 1858 and a horse-
drawn carrlage approachesa grand
summer house. The couple Inside are
relieved toarrive. having navigated the
steep. rough Sumimit Road from Adelaide,
The coaler temperature at this elevation is
welcome, especially for the lady. She's
dressed in her inest bonnetand an
umwieldy, ballooning skirt with a wire
petticoat, herwalst cinched by a
whalebone corset.

Ushered inside, the couple mingle with
others of Adelaide’s elite. The gentlemen
join the host to tour the grapevines and
walnut plantation, wihilethe ladies ke a
turn in the garden, admining the sxotic
trees. Servants pour South Australia’s best
wines, while in the kischen, awhole sideof
mutten and leg of beef rotate on spite.

Atthe end of the party and feeling
decidedtymerry, the couple wait for their
allotted depanure time. (The host has
staggeredthecarriages at|0-minute
intervals o avoid problems on the
wreacherous amd dark desceni.)

Despite hishest efforts, rounding 5 comer
on thetrack the couple’s carnage gets into
somedilficulty, Bizamely, they've stumbled
uponia small menagerie of escaped animals
fram Burton's National Circus, and must
now contend with two monkeys.a
performing dog, and a miniature pony,

The host ofthese grand parties,

Arthir Hardy, has been described asthe
GreaiGaisby of South Australla, and
perhaps his party Hifestyle did somewhat
resemble that of F. Scott Fitzgerald's 19205
character JayGatsby.

A Britich-born colonial setler, Arthur
and his wifie, Martha {ves really), began
building their opulent summer residence,
Mount Lefty House, highabeve the ety in
the Adelaide Hilks, in [B5L,

ARG LT

Theirgranddaughter Mabel would later
describe thedr lifestyle as "ason ol feudal
splendour™. Sadly, the excesses proved
unsustalnable and in 1855 they were obliged
1o sel] the property 1o the bank.

Today, Mount Lofty House isa bautique
hatel and an Adelaide icon, It also now
shares 15 grounds witha new property fast
gaining Its own reputation for fine
hospitality - Sequoia Lodge.

The new Indge, built by Mount Lofty's
curtentowner, David Horbelt, is nemed
after three mighty Californian redwoods, oc
sequoias, planted by Hardy on Mount Lofty
Estate, Aside from his rollicking social life,
hewasa paolitician, harrister, pastoraliss and
acollector of trees.

Itcould be argued that Horbelt, wha

There's nowhere else
in the world with four
world-class wine
regions within 50km.

Jesse Kornhoff, estate manager

bought Mount Lofty in 2009, shares his
flair for hospitality, but hasa better head
for business. Heowns the ReefHouse in
Queensland’s PalmCove and the Rydges in
Adelalde, and will soon develop a new
hotel insideCleland WildHfe Park. just
down the road,

Healso designed Sequoia himsedl, in
collshoratien with g local deafisman, and
workshopped the details with project
manager Anthony Kain and the estate
general manager, Jesse Kornofl,

Alter [l months of COVIDHIS delays, it

was officially declared opened in August.

I check inatSeguols in tmefor the
welcome. Beside afirepit overiooking
vineyards, apple orchardsand forest, I'nm
Teanded a ghassof Sequois sparkling, grown
onsite With a handfulof cther newly arrived
guests, I'mentertained with tales of Hardy,
the votel's istory and the landscape,

Thelodge's 14 generously propartioned.
split-level sultes are arranged in an arcalong
the ridge line of the estate. Stepping into
mine, | note there are panoramic views of the
Piccadilly Valley. nght from my pillow, A gas
fireplace made from local stone has pre-
winrimied the spaceand, as e biinds
autamatically retract, a verandah with an
eniticing, nap-worthy day bed is revealed.

Hardy, Isuspect, would have approved.

Komaoffexplairs that much of the suites”
materials and furnishing were sourced
from the Adelaide Hills. He points out the
local spotted gum flooring, the bespoke
fumniture, the original works by local artists,
and even the bedside bimps. made just
down the 1oad,

Gviven its location, it's nosurprise the
lodge offers indepth wine experiences.
“There's nowhereelse in the worlkd with
fourworld-class wineregions within
S0kilomeres.” Kornoft says, icking ofl
MeLaren Vale, Langhorne Creek, Eden
Valleyvand the Adelaide Hills,

“And those regions are 5o diverse in terms
of terroir and climate.”

Tolearn more, | joln estate sommelier
Liinaa Berry for her Maker and Somm
experience, inwhich a rotating roster of
boutique winemakers join hes and guests
for an informal chat and guided weting of
their best drops.

Kicking off sur asting, winemaker
Michael Hall insists thereare no stupid
QuEsTions. and soen we're peppering him

Clockwise from

above lefi: The
restaurant at
Sequoia Lodge,
zerid view of tha
property; Arthur's
Cellar at Mount
Lofty House, named
#fter the original
owner, Arthur Hardy.
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Need to know

Sequoia Lodge

Fates: 51000 a night
for two, Including
brozkfact Tha Ladge
Experience package
InClides breaklast,
lurch and dinner at
Hardy's Verandah
Restaurant, drinks in
Sequoia Lounge

&nd sgniature

B N

From 52200 for

o per mnight.

Teek: (08) BIZ09230

Topleft: Sequoia Lodge has stunning views,
including frem the hot tubs The area has a
massive population of koalas, Hardy's
Verandah Restaurant, top right.

with plenty of non-stupid guestions about
thewine heproduces in the Barossa and
throughout the Adelaide Hills, including
right here tn the Pocadily Valley.

Later[join a guided nature hike through
misty eucalypt forest. Through the swirling
fag,a rotund shape morphsintoa wild koala,
and | learn the Adelaide Hills has the largest
concentration of wilkl kealas anywhere,

Extending my keala joy, I've been booked
o a private our at Cleland Wikdlife Park,
There | meet keeper Ash Hunter, whio
explains the conservation work bemg done
here, including the rehabdlistion of koalas
injured in the Kangaroo Island fires of 2020

Otheroffsite experiences offered
capitakise o the Hills location. Guests may
book a privete tour o Penfolds Magll Estate
fior a taste af Grange Hermitage, and if Arthur
“Gatsby” Hardy was here, 1 bet be'd ke the
Prancing Horsctour in agleaming Fervard,

But for me, I'm ready for some rdaxation
in the estate's chic and historic Gatekeeper’s
Spa. Here, my face is pampered with
products made by Jurlique on s organic
farm, a property solocel ean see it from the
veranda of my suite.

The indulgence continues at Sequola’s
outdoor hot tubs, which have beenreserved
for my private use. Likeall the water on the
catate, the water for the tubs comcs from
mineralkrich springs flowing deep nside the
mountain, As [soak, a green tea and mint-
Infused mockil magically materialises,
together with relaxing smelling saks
comprisinglocal lavender,

Keen o expenence Hardy's splendour for
miyself, | stroll through Sequois’s gate and
intotheyard of Mount Lofty House. Sequoia
offers a steek, contemporary foil toits
heritage big-sister hotel, but both are
elegant.and worthy of their place on this
miotntain top.

Takea seat in the much-lauded Hardy's
Verandah Restaurant, which sprawls
through various roems, and L accept the
recommended seven-course degustation
menu with premium wine matching,

Between courses, I moffered a toar of the
originalcellar, claimed as one of the best
wine collections in the coundry, [t brimswith
historical significance, and 1poke my head
intoa hidden dining space and & mysterous
unnel, possibly Hardy's escape route,

Filtering through the joyous laughter
from upstairs, [ fancy | ean hear hisghost.
He's radsing a toast o his beloved mansion
and its swanky new addition. And in e
Gatsby stvle, he's sabring the top off a bottle
of that specal Sequoeia sparkling. TER

Thewriter was aguest of Sequoia Lodgr.'



